[Maltreatment of children with disabilities: Characteristics and risk factors].
To determine the prevalence of maltreated children with disabilities, the demographic characteristics, the frequency of the type of maltreatment, the perpetrator of the maltreatment, the family, social and environmental risk factors and to contribute information to knowledge of the etiopathogenesis of child maltreatment. We performed a retrospective cross-sectional study over a 10-year period (1991-2001). The health and socio-familial reports of 1,115 maltreated children entering foster care in Saragossa (Spain) were reviewed and those presenting physical, psychological and/or sensorial disability were included. Sixty-two children with disabilities were admitted during the study period (a prevalence of 5.56 % below that expected). Mean age was 7.47 years (5.60 SDU) (range: 0-17 years). The most frequent age group was 0-5 years (43.5 %). The male-to-female ratio was 1.36:1. The most prevalent disability was psychological (35.5 %), followed by mixed (27.4 %), physical (25.8 %), and sensorial (11.2 %). The most frequent type of maltreatment was physical neglect (82.2 %). A total of 16.2 % of the children presented several types of maltreatment. In 83.8 % of the patients the perpetrator of the maltreatment was the mother. At least one family, social and/or environmental risk factor was present in 93.5 % of the children and more than one risk factor was present in 64.5 %. We believe that in most of the cases of maltreatment of disabled children from our environment, the etiopathogenesis was unrelated to the presence of an isolated individual risk factor (disability). Instead, maltreatment was related to the existence of familial, social and environmental risk factors. The greater the number of risk factors associated with a disabled child, the greater will be the possibility of maltreatment.